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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
11 February 2025


Meeting held in the Benton County Administration Building

Board members present:
Dave McNeal, Chair
Robert Emmingham, Vice Chair
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
Kit McBurney
Frank Cooper
Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez
David Cannon

Benton County employees present:
Adam Fyall

The Feb. Park Board meeting commenced at 6:30 p.m. Following the Pledge of Allegiance the agenda for the Feb. meeting and the minutes for the Jan. meeting and a special meeting were approved as presented.

Committee Reports:
None

Staff Report:
Mr. Fyall provided a brief update on the recent ATV crash at Hover.

Annual Reports to the Board

Friends of Badger Mountain: David Comstock reported that Friends continues to look into a trail system connecting Badger and Candy Mountains. He also reported that Rails to Trails grant funding will ultimately help connect trails all the way to Benton City.

Friends of Badger Mountain provided about 15,000 volunteer hours in 2024. FOBM also partnered with the National Park Service on interpretive trails highlighting the Ice Age Floods in the area and hikers can now go on self-guided tours via an app.

According to Mr. Comstock the priorities for the FOBM moving forward are trail access through private property and trails connecting the eastern boundary to Queensgate, interpretive trails in partnership with the Native Plant Society, a Little Badger Mountain inside the City of Richland (that will hopefully come to fruition in 2028) and the continued goal of reducing maintenance responsibility for the County.

Amended: The City of Richland has initiated a large-scale trail development project (about 5.5 miles) to connect Little Badger to Badger Mountain. The City has created a Master Plan for the new Little Badger Park and FOBM is working with the City to connect Badger Mountain trails to the summit of Little Badger by 2028.
2025: Trailhead design and North Face trail design
2026: Washington RCO grant application for matching funding for construction
2027: Construct North Face trail
2028: Construct trailhead and have grand opening

Native Plant Society: Mickey Chamness gave the annual reports for the society started in 1996-97 which advocates for native habitat in the region and works with local groups, the City of Richland, the BLM and National Forests.
In 2024 the Native Plant Society held several plantings, weeding events and clean-ups. The Society also had a display at the Reach Museum, had field trips in both the Tri-Cities and Walla Walla areas as well as riparian maintenance workshops.

The Native Plant Society’s annual plant sales fund grants for public opportunities, including a planting project at the Masonic Lodge in Kennewick and Eagle Scout projects in the past year.

Over 700 people have been reached through the Society’s Heritage Garden Program and the Society hopes to expand to Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties in 2025.

Miniature Aircraft Association: Dick McGrew gave the annual report for the open-class club formed in 1997. The club now has between 45 and 65 members and has installed electricity, parking, restrooms, a shop, storage, camping and paved runways at Higgins Field over the past 27 years.

In 2024 the MAA held several events, including Huckfest and King of Freestyle competitions and gained certification from the FAA.

According to Mr. McGrew, some future goals of the MAA are an enclosed space for the building of airplanes at Higgins Field and further outreach to attract younger members. Some ongoing issues are maintenance and irrigation.

Ismael Mendoza offered to look into the irrigation system at Higgins Field and Mr. McGrew accepted his offer and any insights or solutions he may come up with.

Purple Sage Riders: Gary Westergard presented for the nonprofit riding group that is a chapter of the Backcountry Horsemen of Washington with about 40 members in Benton and Franklin Counties.

The goal of the Purple Sage Riders is to keep trails open and educate riders on how to be light-on-the-land.

In 2024 the Purple Sage Riders held Equine Trailsports Events and helped get gates and pens at the Richland Horse Park. The riders continue to work with the Tapteal Greenway on trails at W.E. Johnson and on access from Van Giesen to HRP.

According to Mr. Westergard, the Purple Sage Riders plan to install a new round pen, a parking gate, signage and more obstacles at the Richland Horse Park in 2025. The group raises money through fundraisers and chapter rides and reportedly also has money put aside for a new sign at Hover.

Tri-Cities Shooting Association: George Hager presented on behalf of the RMSF.
The TCSA currently has 700 Range Safety Officers and about 2,500 members who contributed roughly 21,000 volunteer hours at the facility in 2024. 

The RMSF offers primitive shooting, pistol, rifle and shotgun sites, as well as a high-powered range and an archery range.

Mr. Hager reported that in 2024 Rose Iris was paved, the 100 meter range was completed and a youth shooting club was organized at RMSF (with the help of Dave McNeal and Frank Cooper).

Hunters safety classes and both adult and youth shooting competitions were held throughout the year at RMSF, however, some issues facing the facility are aging leadership and a lack of outreach, according to Mr. Hager.

Frank Cooper suggested that one way to address the outreach issue would be PSA’s on the radio.

Public Comment:
Carole Schuh: Enjoyed the annual reports and stressed the importance of outreach for the benefit of parks and partners.

Gary Westergard: Talked about the importance of paving at Hover in regards to the recent ATV crash where emergency vehicles stopped when the pavement stopped, rather than proceeding all the way to the crash site.

Poll of the Board:
Frank Cooper thanked the groups for presenting and raised the idea of some form of electronic payment (Venmo or otherwise) connected to the interactive self-guided Ice Age Flood Tours. Some form of payment or sponsorship could be a way to help fund signage or other needs in parks.

Ismael Mendoza thanked the groups for presenting and introduced Andres Flores, an event coordinator with Pathfinders, to the board. Mr. Flores spoke about finding events and opportunities for youth to help out and how they could possibly help with maintenance or clean-up at Two Rivers.

Kit McBurney thanked the presenters and their groups for their ongoing efforts on behalf of the parks.

Michael LeCompte thanked the presenters.

Robin Emmingham thanked the presenters and shared that he looks forward to this meeting each year.

David Cannon thanked the presenters.
Dave McNeal spoke about the history of Benton County Parks and partners and how that legacy is something that can be learned from and built upon for all parties involved.
The board then decided to reschedule the March meeting for Tuesday, the 18th.
The Feb. Benton County Parks Board meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
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